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Property Mail

Are any affordable
properties still
available in the
Caribbean? Yes,
says Liz Rowlinson

T LUCIA 18 a

favourite nomney-

moon destination

and has been voted

the world's fourth

most beautiful i=sland
by Condé Nast Traveller

It is famous for it palm-edged
bepehes, lush green minforeses and
itz distinetive pair of voleanie
mountaing, the Pltons, which sers
last week declared a Unesco world
heritampe site,

This mango-shaped island, 27
miles long, has bDeéeen under-
developed for years and 15 a very
different creature from ifs brash
Caribbean nelghbour, Barbados,
where tourlsm and the expal
community have been established
for far lIonger.

Property prices on St Luela are
therefore among some of the most
affordable in the Caribbean. And
whereas Mustique, The Bahamas
and Antigua mostly olfer vt"E'
expensive ii‘t‘t'rrmrl:l.es for sale, 5t
=

Lucia‘'s ln of celebrity razzle-
Adarzlas menns ardces fhere BraE

Frvarl
£186,

ATYPICAL example of St Lucia’s
affordable property market is this three-
bedroom waterfront villa with private yacht
in Marlin QGuay on Rodney

. It is on the market with Britis
agent Hastings & Co (01573 226999). Marlin
Quay is a purpose-built holiday complex of
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rties, although the owners of

this villa have bought all the 52 weeks and now
own it cutright. A speedboat and Vitara 4x4 arg
being thrown in with this semi-detached three-
fioor, self-contained, townhouse villa. All the
bedrooms are double, two of them en suite,

and there's a sun terrace on the roof.
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free membership of the nearby 5t
Luein Golf And Country Club.

With sheltered moorings, it will
nlso appeeal Lo yachiies and the Arst
100 buyers are being offered o duty-
free boat, Duty on boats 1= 50-60 per
eent, 50 you can effectively buy a
yacht for half price.

Salling 15 much beiter here than
in Barbadas, and the properties are
40 per cent cheaper than in Port 51
Charles, an equivalent marina
development there,

Anyone worried about hurricanes
— the last one hit in 1981 — will be
reassured Lo Enow that the apart-
ments are being bullt to Florida
construction codes,

Another very different project.,
falgo the Mrst of its kind on the
i=land, s Calabash Cove.

This adults-only resort takes the
Bandals concept — ‘luxury resorts
for couples in love® — Lo a new level,
yveil promises to provide the peace
and seclusion that more garish
all-inclusive hotels do not always
dedbver

Thiz small filve-star resort — due
to open on October 1 — g belng
built on the north coast, ten
minutes from Rodney Bay. Twenty-
three Balinese-style cottages
spresd over a hill sloping down toa
each have large verandahs, a
hammock, open-ailr shower and
mahogany fumiture.

Seven of these bungalows are
bering offered for sale with Practbomnal
ownership, You buy a tenth of o
cottage for £61,000 and use it for
five weeks a year on a fair rotatlon
system with the nine obler 0vmers.
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